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TO THE 


READERS OF THE REPUPLICAN. 





_ At the expiration of the year, at the axpiration of that 
shadow of Jiberty we have lately possessed, and at the close 
of the first volume of this work, I feel an inclination, as well 
asa duty, to address a few words te you out of the usual 
way. This work, under its present title, was commenced 
at a critical period ; at that moment when the troops were 
ordered to draw their swords on the people. It was at this 
critical period, that the Editor of this work pledged himself 
not to shrink from duty, because there was danger; but 
where there was danger, there to take his stand. He appeals 
to a discriminating public, to say, whetber he has fufilled 
this pledge. He was at liberty when writing that short ad- 
dress; the next week he dated the first number of this work 
from a prison, and now he feels no shame in saying, that it 
is from a prison, and under a confinement of the strictest nd- 
ture, that it is likely tobe continued. The trial of the Editor 
occasioned some litile embarrassment in attending to this 
work; his removal from London has added to that embar- 
rassment: some little deviations have occurred from the pro- 
posed mode of proceeding, but the Editor hopes that a can- 
did allowance will be made for this; and finding himself 
again composed and settled, to resume the second velume 
with the pristine vigour of the first, ifa publisher can be found 
under. the existing state of things ; he trusts that a generous 
publie will give him credit when he says, that Le would not 
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call on any other to do that, which he would shrink from 
doing himself. He is fully aware of the aspect of the times: 
but unless they are met by a boldness equivalent to martyr- 
dom on the part of writers and publishers, the press will 
become that destructive engine in England which it has 
proved to be in other countries. Nota word will be written 
on the affairs of the country, but to applaud every act of the 
ruling party, and their adherents will proceed from villainy 
to villainy, until we have an Asiatic system in reality. These 
fellows will by and by sit at their meals and. order their ja- 
nizaries to go and fetoh the head of such individuals as are 


obnoxious to them. The present system of legislation is 


quite unnatural, and in direct hostility to the better judge- 
ment of the whole people of Great Britain and Ireland : it is 
the legislation of one man—he influences the Council Board, 
and thence the Parliament by bribery and corruption. How 
long the people will continue under this system is not for me 
to say: patience has already carried them beyond what pru- 
dence’ would dictate. Job will be no longer referred to as 
the emblem of patience, when the history of the present state 
of this country shall be written by the impartial historian. 
In the course of this work, the Editor has had many queries 
‘put to him, both verbal and by correspondence, as to his 
object and wishes relative to the abolition of monarchy and 
established religious creeds: and others, expressing their 
disapprobation of mixing theological with political questions. 
He will not give an answer to individual inquirers by name, 


‘but will sli to give a general answer to all queries 


that have arisen on the subject. , 
In the first place, it has been the practice of ignorant or 
evil-minded persons to assimilate the horrors of the “French 


Revolution with any attempt to reach a Republican: form of 
government. But on taking a closer view of the subject, and 
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first satisfying ourselves of the etymology and meaning of 
the word Republican, we find that it really means nothing 
more when applied to government, than a government which 
consults the public interest—the interest of the whole people. 
Although in almost all instances where governments have 
been denominated Republican, monarchy has beeu practically 
abolished ; yet it does not argue the necessity of abolishing 
monarchy to establish a Republican government. The idea 


that the Editor has invariably held on this subject is: first, 


let us have a fair and equal system of representation without 
excluding the suffrage of any one man of sound mind and 
unimpeached conduct: then let every other thing stand or 
fall with it, as may be found convenient or conducive to the 
general interest. A House of real representatives, possessing 
a Democratic ascendancy, renewed every year, free from the 
influence or controul of any other bodies or establisments. 
This, F eonceive, would be areal Republican government. 
Whether the present systém of hereditary monarchy could 
exist under such a change I am quite indifferent, knowing, 
that if those representatives found it beneficial, it would con- 
tinue to exist; and if found to be injurious, it would be 
abolished. The man that would consult the welfare of a 
single family in preference to the welfare of a community, 
can neither be a patriot, philanthropist, or a social being. 
Those political writers who urge the necessity of preserving 
and adhering to that part of the English legislature which 
at present consists of King and Lords, and who wish to 
extend the suffrage of representation to every man, eva- 
sively argue an absurdity which they previously know to 
be impracticable. A conflict might be carried on for some 
years between the powers, a continual dispute about rights 


and privileges would be inevitable, irritation would increase, 


and an appeal to force for the decision would be the eouse- 
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quenec, as was the case in the reign of Charles the Virst. I 
should much doubt the honesty and integrity of that man 
who called himself a Radical Reformer, (which is considered 
to apply as a term of distinction to. those who advocate uni- 
versal suffrage,) when be should say, “I do not contemplate 
any change in the present state of the monarchy, in case of 
rainiug the point in refurming the House of Commons.” I 
will ad:nit candidly on my own part that such an incengruous 
idea does not exist in my bosom. I cannot reconcile it with 
iny idea of the efiects of equal and fuil represcntation. I 
hold as opinion, that aia expensive hereditary system of 
anonarchy as existing at present in this country, would not be 
countenanced by the representatives of the whole people. 
—lf ever the coatrary is shown to me, I will become 
as good a sybject to that monarchy as any subject that 
ever existed under any former monarchy: but until then 
I must beg the mdulgence of retaining my opinions,—A 
fxee and perfect House of Commons, and every.other de- 
partment subservient to that. ‘These are wy republican ideas. 

With respect to the aboliton of established religious creeds, 
i do not contend for its necessity in any other instance.than 
where they are attempted to be enforced ag, a, matter of uni- 
formity by the secular arm: they then become: disgusting, 
degrading, and injurious, I maintain on this bead, that 
no goverment should legislate as to what shall or shall not, be 
the religion of its subjects; or what differences. should.exist 
in their creeds, It is a subject connected with the miud; the 
mind may be debased and rendered bypocritcal, but, can, never 
be regulated by any standard, ‘The question has.been asked, 
Whether I consider every believer in. divine Revelation. the 
foe to civil liberty, or even republican government ?. I answer 
+y no means: | know the contrary. I can havemo objection, 


that a certain number of persons or families holding’ similar 
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opinions, should have a chapel and a preacher agreeable to 
their minds, previded they mect the expences themselves +. 
but if I am called on to contribute, I should object, and say, 
I see no need for any spectts of public worship of any Being, 
real or imagiinery. -bam very willing to contribute to the sup- 
port of public ieciures on the various sciences ; of the one } 
ean see utility, of the other E cannot. But whilst religion is 
made the engine of-the state to forge fresh fetters, and whilst 
the established priesthood who are su pported out of the taxes, 
are the supple tools of every existing authority; I for one 
shall live and die its foe. I have an uniform opinion of 
every species of religion; that is, wherever it is allowed to pre- 
dominate over dissenting opinions, it becomes the worst of 
despotisms. I again repeat that an estabiished priesthood, 
of ‘whatever tenets, is incompatible with civil liberty. Look 
for instance to the local magistracy of this country, and see 
what it is composed of: you will find the majority to be 
priests ‘of the Established Church, and we have not been 
without some rare specimens of their conduct of late. It 
has been said in St. Stephen’s Chapel, that the unpaid ma- 
gistracy of this country was of the greatest importance, and 
should not be spoken of disrespectfully : that if persons who 
devoted their time and services to the administration of the 
laws and of justice, without fee or reward, were exposed to 
censure or disrespect, they would cease to act. How can - 
it possibly be said to be without fee or reward, when every 
priest knows, whatever may be his ability, or whether he 


has any or not, that there are rich benefices in store if hi: 


conduct affords a little gratification to those who have them 21 
their disposal. Every man is more or less guided by self iii- 
terest, Ido not believe there is such a being as a disinteresicd 
man there may be shades of difference in thisrespect. Let us 
for a moment take a view of the conduct of tle Rev. Parson 
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Flay, of Manchester repute. This man was first intended 
by his friends for the Bar—was actually sent to stady and to 
pass the degrees for that purpose, but turned out:'to be what 
is valgarly called a'numskull... And as the Rev. Parson was 
not adapted for the Bar, he must step into the pulpit, where 
he would not have to deliver himself extempore, but where 
every thing necessary to be said might be said from written 
or printed books : this answers very well. The gentleman 
obtains a living, and soon after the Commission of the Peace 
in the County of York, near Doncaster, where he continues 
to exercise his influence over a weekly newspaper published 
in that town. ‘Phe magistrates of Manchester and its neigh- 
bourhood, ¢ach and individually have an objection to preside 
as Chairman at the Quarter Sessions, What is to be done? 
Why there is this Reverend Magistrate in Yorkshire,- who 
will jump at at any thing in the shape of stipend, is applied 
to, and agrees to perform the office as Chairman (although 
commissioned for another county) fer the sum of £400 per 
year. By this means Mr. Hay bears the title of a Manches- 
ter magistrate. His further acts and deeds, are they not 
written in the Chronicles of the Boroughmongers, in_ the 
PEOPLE’s BOOK? The Rev. Mr. Ethelstone who ascends his 
pulpit to preach peace and the Christian religion, surrounded 
with military and fixed bayonets, is another of these respec- 
table unpaid magistracy. These are a sample of the whole, 
allowing for the difference of circumstances and situation. 
As a proof ‘of the despotism of every species of religion, I 
would istance the Scottish Covenanters, who,: when by the 
aid of John Knox, and other furious fanatics, they ‘had 
thrown down’ the despotism of the Roman Catholic religion, 
assumeil a despotism in their new form as Covenanters, or 
adhering to a certain covenant which they presumed: to have 
made with the person’ they -ealled Lord Jesus,“ still: more 
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odious, cruel, and destructive, and afterwards their presby- 
tery became very little ‘better. The same was the case of 
what is called the present Established Church of England, 
who threw off only the shadow’ of the Roman. Catholie sys- 
tem, and retained the substance: it harassed in aw uuparal- 
lelled manner the poor Scottish Covenanters and Presbyte- 
rians, because they would not embrace the Episeopacy and 
Liturgy of the English Church... History does not display 
more cruelty and horrible barbarity under any other Church, 
than has been practised by the present established Church 
of England on the Scottish Covenanters and Presbyterians : 
it nearly approached to an extermination by the faggot and 
sword in the time of the Stuarts. If the form of worship in 
tlie Established Church was now to be deprived ofthe sup- 
port of the statute law, and any other system, such as Cal- 
‘vinism, Arminianism, or Socinianism, were to predominate, 
the same system of persecution would revive; every other sect 
would be proscribed as in error. I would carry this idea 
and assertion even to the Quakers, quiet .and inoffensive as 
they now are: I doubt not, but in.case of prevalence as a 
system of religion, a thorough change. would take place .in 
their characters, and that arrogance and conceit which has 
been invariably found in the strongest sect, would be found 
amongst them. The United States of America are evidently 
degenerating in character and morals, in consequence of the 
prevalence of-fanaticism amongst them. . This fanatic poison 


had so deeply imbued the inhabitants of that neighbourhood 


where Paine’s remains lay, that a mound of earth was not 
allowed to mark the spot; it was: no.sooner raised, than these 
gentry, in honour to their, Lord and ; Master, would conie 
and kick and scuffle it down. .America may regenerate be- 
fore.its degeneration becomes dangerous... A-.few. men. with 
splendid talents, and the free exercise of the press, may soun 
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set all richt in that country. If fanaticism does not make aii 
inroad on their liberty it will reach a certain degree, and 
fiid a sudden check, should a portion of the press be allowed 
to assail it, In England the case is diferent; we are ap- 
proaching to censorships, and are not many degrees off the 
fag rot. 

With respect to the introduction of theological subjects or 
disputes in’an alleged political publication, 1 must contend 
fer its propricty, seeing that the corruptions of: the legis- 
lature so deeply rooted in, and so ardent!y supported by the 


Church. And farther, because I sincerely believe, that the 


systein of religion ‘observed in this country, has’ been one: 
of despotism’s strong holds. I therefore repeat, that my 
warfare is with error and delusion of all kinds, particularly 


that which I can clearly perceive has a tendency to degrade. 


my countrymen, by becoming a bar to the sciences and civil 
improvements : because, thereby; its defects are inevitably 
displayed. _Ihope to see’ the day, ‘and witness the deed, 


when an English Senate shall disown the divinity of the 
Christian Religion. It is science, the parent of all that can 
render life desirable or worth preservirig, that has been ‘the 
devil in the Christian religion. ' Science is that innovation so 


much deprecated by the interested adherents to that religion. 


Science has been continually at war with it. Christianity” 
prevailed over'seience for several centuries, and not only - 
checked its progress, but almost annihilated its former. 
growth. Science is the Antichrist. Let the shade of GaLi- 


1x0 speak to this:—let the living LawRENcE speak. . 


For my own part I have fairly examined every thing that 


fell into my hands in defence of the Christian Seligion? the . 
more I read. the stronger is ‘my conviction. I approve and 
admire the moral part of'it wherever I see it in practice; 5 it 
is its assumed divinity alone that I deprecate ; this is the 
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parent of hypocrisy ; it is this that has armed the bigot and 
the fanatic with those destructive weapons he has wielded 
for so many centuries. Let us rejoice, it is on the decline; 
its decay is much more rapid ‘than its growth.’ My sitdation 
for the fast year has furnished me with an ample Knowlede 
of the rapidity of its decay. Well may the priests cla- 
mour against those who oppose it, and cry * Aatevbe 
blasphemy—blosphemy!. Heresy, schism, and blasphemy 
are the daughters of this religion ; they were born to her at 
a very early period, whilst she was in-her yeuth, just asshe 
reached the age of puberty; they have grown up and fo!- 
lowed the mother wherever she has gone, ahd wi'!l no doubt 
be consigned to the same tomb, at the same time.— tve 


a J | 

I shall now quit this part of the subject, with a hope that 
sufficient cause has’ been shewn whiy this publication should 
be continued as it bas begun. There is another observatien I 
would make, and which is of importance to the Editor: iu cer- 
tain seasons of the year politics become very dull—no public 
business stirring—we have only to contemplate the distresses 
of the country and its population. At such times it will be a 
fertile source, and desirable to introduce the theological sub- 
ject ; to admit the disquisitions of such correspondents as are 
not ashamed to publish their names with their opinions ; and 
what is of still more importance to the Editor, it gives the 
publication an interest it would not otherwise enjoy. 

As the price and size of eg She touchiuy on political 
subjects, and commenting on the proceedings of the day, 
are to-be regulated by a statute, a few words may not be im- 
proper as to the continuation of this publication. IT have re- 
solved to adopt the smallest size and the least price fhe sta- 
tute will allow: as to the exact time of its operation I am 
not aware, but suffice it to say-that the first volume wil! be 
closed: ‘with the last twopenny sheet, and the second com- 
mence. with the new series. ‘There is no doubt that each and 
every one of our readers would prefer a larger sized pampl- 
let for sixpence, than pay the additional, fourpence for a 
stamp; In‘fact, this stamp shouid be avoided as much as 
any exciseable articles, where the pamphlet does not go 
through the post, or has not to pay the expence of ¢arriake. 
It. must be admitted that to pay for the stamp of a news- 
paper, to admit it through the post to any part of the coun- 
try free of expence, is a great benefit, and a privilege of 
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great importance; but yet those who perceive the necessity 
of waging a war with the revenue, should abstain as much 
as possible from adding to the stamp duties, either by news- 
papers, or in the payment of money, or any other agree- 
ments, where the least confidence exists between the parties. 
The stamp duties are a dreadful impost on the country. 

I shall defer my observations on the new restrictive laws 
until such time as I get printed copies of the Statutes from 
the King’s printing office. . By the by, I really think they 
have forgot to exempt the Statutes, which are printed in 
the form of pamphlets by the King’s printer, from the ope- 
ration of the new stamp duty bill. 

The Editor hopes that the extended size and price will not 
restrict the number of his readers, although he is fully aware 
it must restriet the number of the pamphlets sold. Small 
reading societies, consisting of three or four families, are now 
more essential than ever: our enemies are siraining eve 
nerve to stop the reading that is now going on, for they well 
know that “ knowledge is power.” 

The Editor has now to return thanks for the very exten- 
sive and liberal support he has found in this work. Its num- 
ber has been very great for the short time of its publication : 
many weeks had not elasped, before it reached 10,000; at the 
moment of the trial of the Editor it extended to 15,000, but 
in consequence of the variations, difficulties, and embarrass- 
ments it has laboured under since that time, it has declined. 
Much of this might be attributed to the timidity of 
venders of political pamphlets in general: they are in just 
the same state of alarm at this moment as they were after the 


Jamous or rather infamous circular of Lord Sidmouth, and 


the Suspension of ihe Habeas Corpus Act. This.alarm will 
subside within three months, an the sale of political pamph- 
lets become as extensive as ever. It will: increase even with 
the distress of the country, and with that only, as they who 
feel distress see in those publications the real cause and re- 
medy for the evils under which they suffer. The Editor begs 
further to assure his countrymen, that whether within the walls 
ofa prison or without, his mind remains the. same, his acti- 
ons are alone restrained: and their support will be at all times 
acknowledged, and their emancipation the prayer and study 


uf R. CARLILE. 


Dorchester Gaol, Dec. 80, 1819. 











